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rearguard to gain touch, with the main body. The appearance
of the gunboats, and their close range fire, converted the re-
treat of the Turks into a rout. Completely demoralised, they
streamed away over the desert towards Baghdad, pursued
by the ships until darkness compelled a halt. The value of
this action was very great. Neither the 3rd Corps nor the
Cavalry Division attained a decisive success during the day,
and it was the intervention of the Naval Flotilla that pre-
vented the XVIII Corps from drawing off in comparatively
good order, and caused the Turkish force which had so
stoutly fought at Sannaiyat, at Khadairi, at Dahra, practi-
cally to cease to exist as an organised body,
On the 27th, the Cavalry reached Aziziyeh—the point at
which General Nixon's pursuit Army had ceased in 1915.
It was at this point that General Maude's pursuit, too,
was to cease. Although he was anxious to allow his de-
moralised enemy no respite, although by pausing he was
missing an opportunity to smash the enem/s resistance before
it could be re-organised, administration was too much for
him. His administrative arrangements, admirably as they
had served him during the offensive, were not designed to
maintain a rapid and prolonged advance. His Chief of
Staff and his Q.M.G. concurred in advising him that his land
transport could not keep his force supplied with all it needed;
his Inspector General of Communications said that a pause
for re-organisation was imperative—but that in five days he
would be in a position to guarantee an adequate delivery of
supplies at any distance.
On the 28th February, therefore, General Maude, broke
off his pursuit. The Cavalry Division withdrew to camp
east of Aziziyeh. The 3rd Corps stood fast between Aziziyeh
and Bughaila, the 1st Corps closed up to Qala ShadL, and
the administrative arrangements were brought into line with
the strategical requirements of the situation.
Those requirements form a subject which will be dealt with
in the next chapter. Before considering them it may be
well shortly to examine the chief lessons which can be drawn
from the righting during the period under review—that is,
between the 12th December, 1916, and the 28th February,
1917.
General Maude's plan has been criticised as being slow and
lacking in enterprise in view of the facts that he had stra-
tegical initiative and a very great superiority in strength;
he had the power to manoeuvre and the forces with which

